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NATIONAL TEACHER DAY 

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker. I rise in 
support of National Teacher Day, a day 
when we honor our teachers who con-
tribute so much to our students, our 
schools, and our country. 

I am pleased to recognize Myrna Be-
tancourt, Miami-Dade’s Teacher of the 
Year. She and other former Teachers of 
the Year like recipient Fred Ingram, 
who now leads the United Teachers of 
Dade, are shining examples of the kind 
of educators who find the best in their 
students. 

My brother, Gaby, and his wife, 
Cathy, are both teachers who inspire 
every day with their dedication to 
their students. When I was a student, 
one of my own teachers, Pat Collins, 
helped fuel in me a passion for learning 
and kindled my lifelong commitment 
to public service. 

All over the country teachers make a 
difference in the lives of their students 
every day. We owe them our deepest 
appreciation. 

f 

DEBBIE’S DREAM FOUNDATION: 
CURING STOMACH CANCER 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about Debbie’s 
Dream Foundation, a nonprofit dedi-
cated to advancing stomach cancer re-
search, and it recently hosted its Fifth 
Annual Dream Makers Gala in my area 
in south Florida. 

Each year, the event mobilizes ef-
forts to fight stomach cancer, a disease 
that will be diagnosed in more than 
22,000 Americans and kill almost 11,000 
Americans this year alone. Although 
stomach cancer is the second most 
prevalent cancer killer worldwide, it 
receives the least amount of Federal 
funding for death of any type of cancer. 

I was proud to lead a letter with my 
fellow Floridian colleague, LOIS 
FRANKEL, and 55 of our House col-
leagues to include stomach cancer in a 
list of cancers eligible for Department 
of Defense research funding. 

Thanks to Debbie Zelman, her in-
credible team, and their determination 
and perseverance, we can help Debbie’s 
Dream of curing stomach cancer a re-
ality soon. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CALIFORNIA 
CHROME 

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand on the House floor today to con-
gratulate a star athlete from my dis-
trict, an athlete who rose to the na-
tional spotlight with a remarkable win, 

with millions of people watching on TV 
and in front of a crowd of more than 
160,000 people. I am talking of course 
about California Chrome, the winner of 
the 2014 Kentucky Derby. 

California Chrome is a resident of 
Yuba City, where he lives with his 
human friends Perry and Denise Mar-
tin. The Martins bought California 
Chrome’s mother for only $8,000, a bar-
gain by horse racing standards. Cali-
fornia Chrome’s storybook rags-to- 
riches tale is sure to delight horse rac-
ing fans for years to come. 

Congratulations, California Chrome, 
his jockey Victor Espinoza, and the 
Martin family. I know my family will 
be watching as you, California Chrome, 
aim to get one step closer to the Triple 
Crown at the Preakness on Saturday, 
May 17. 

You have made California’s Third 
Congressional District proud. Thank 
you, California Chrome. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF LUPUS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. ROONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Lupus Aware-
ness Month. As cochair of the Congres-
sional Lupus Caucus, I am honored to 
help raise awareness of lupus through-
out the month of May. 

Lupus is a painful and devastating 
autoimmune disease. It is estimated 
that 1.5 million Americans are cur-
rently living with lupus. This disease is 
unpredictable, difficult to diagnose, 
challenging to treat, and especially 
hard to live with. Unfortunately, I un-
derstand these challenges all too well 
as my cousin Kathleen Rooney was di-
agnosed with lupus and died of the dis-
ease in her early thirties. 

Years later, the cause of lupus is still 
unknown and a cure has yet to be 
found. With better understanding of 
the disease through recent research, we 
have developed new treatment methods 
that control symptoms and help to im-
prove the quality of life for individuals 
living with lupus—but we still have a 
ways to go. 

On behalf of Kathleen and those with 
lupus and those who have yet to be di-
agnosed, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port investments in research towards a 
cure for lupus. 

I also ask my colleagues to join me 
in helping to educate and advocate and 
raise awareness for lupus during Lupus 
Awareness Month by wearing purple on 
May 16, ‘‘Put on Purple Day.’’ 

f 

IN MEMORY OF BILLY FRANK, JR. 

(Mr. HECK of Washington asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday morning quite suddenly 
Billy Frank, Jr., passed away. 

Billy was chair of the Northwest In-
dian Fisheries Commission. He was our 

region’s foremost advocate for restora-
tion of Indian fishing treaty rights, a 
dream he lived to realize. He was our 
region’s foremost advocate for clean 
water for salmon. 

So powerful was his advocacy, his 
charisma, his personality, his moral 
authority, that no fewer than two 
books have been written about him, 
and he was the recipient of the Albert 
Schweitzer Humanitarian Award. 

They say a person dies twice: the 
first time, and the second time when 
they stop telling stories about him. 
Billy Frank is going to live forever. 
There are no words I can share, how-
ever, more powerful than his own. So, 
thanks to my friend Martha 
Kongsgaard who provided me with 
Billy’s words recently, I share those 
now with you: 

I don’t believe in magic, Billy once said. I 
believe in the Sun and the stars, the water, 
the tides, the floods, the owls, the hawks fly-
ing, the river running, and the wind talking. 
Their measurements, they tell us how 
healthy things are, how healthy we are, be-
cause we and they are the same. That is 
what I believe in. 

Those who learn to listen to the world that 
sustains them can hear the message brought 
forth by the salmon. 

Thank you, dear friend, Billy. You 
shall forever be missed and forever re-
membered. 

f 

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support and recognition of Israel’s 
Independence Day. 

Israel is one of our closest allies in 
the Middle East, and for 66 years it has 
been the stronghold of democracy and 
a model for those who seek freedom 
and prosperity. 

The success of the Jewish State 
makes it a target for oppressive re-
gimes that seek the destruction of 
Western ideals, such as the advance-
ment of women’s rights. 

Iran is chief among these threats. It 
has openly and repeatedly called for 
Israel’s eradication. This threat may 
become a reality if Iran is allowed to 
obtain nuclear weapons. Mr. Speaker, 
we simply can’t allow that to happen. 

This administration must be clear- 
eyed in dealing with Iran, and it must 
do whatever is necessary to protect our 
vital interests in the region, including 
Israel. 

With that, I offer my sincere con-
gratulations to our Israeli friends on 
this 66th anniversary of their country’s 
independence and wish them a very 
happy and prosperous Independence 
Day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GREAT DEMO-
CRATIC JEWISH STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I also 
rise today to recognize the great demo-
cratic Jewish State of Israel, one of our 
strongest partners for peace and sta-
bility, for its 66 years of independence. 

Since its founding on May 14, 1948, 
Israel has been a beacon of democracy 
and prosperity and America’s stalwart 
ally in the often tumultuous Middle 
East. 

As the historic home of the Jewish 
people, Israel has stood for hope in the 
face of persecution, freedom from op-
pression, and opportunity for its di-
verse population. 

We were the first nation to recognize 
Israel’s independence, and I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to 
continue building stronger bonds be-
tween the United States and Israel. 

I am fully committed to our special 
relationship, which is based upon our 
shared values and common interests. 
Mr. Speaker, on this joyous day, I am 
honored to congratulate Israel on its 
66th Independence Day. 

f 

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, May is 
Mental Health Month, a month where 
we step up our efforts to raise aware-
ness for mental health and work to re-
move the stigma of seeking help for 
mental illness. 

This issue is very close to my heart, 
as I worked in the New York State As-
sembly to pass Timothy’s Law, which 
provides parity in mental health cov-
erage in my home State. 

We work in a very divided environ-
ment here, Mr. Speaker, in Wash-
ington, but one of the few things I be-
lieve we can all agree on is the need to 
focus more on individuals and families 
that struggle with mental illness. That 
means providing better resources, more 
robust programs, enhanced coordina-
tion, and a more comprehensive mental 
health national program. 

Mental illness affects all ages, all 
races, tax brackets, and political 
ideologies, and our response to mental 
illness must be as comprehensive as 
the group of people it affects. We can 
only do this by joining together, re-
flecting in our budget our commitment 
to overcoming the challenges mental 
illnesses pose, and passing the 
Strengthening Mental Health in Our 
Communities Act, legislation that my 
colleagues and I introduced just today. 

f 

b 1930 

IN MEMORY OF JAMES OBERSTAR 

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
as I rise today, I am terribly, terribly 

saddened by the news of the passing of 
my very close friend and former col-
league, Congressman James Oberstar. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to his 
family, Jean, his children, and grand-
children. 

Mr. Oberstar was a true ‘‘transpor-
tation guru.’’ There was no one in 
Washington and most likely in the en-
tire world who knew more about trans-
portation than Chairman Oberstar. 
And he could tell you about it in sev-
eral different languages. 

For 36 years, Congressman Oberstar 
served the people of Minnesota’s 
Eighth. I traveled on many codels with 
Mr. Oberstar, including a trip to Haiti, 
where he taught English there at the 
U.S. Embassy early in his career. I re-
member being so impressed not just by 
the amount of knowledge he had about 
Haiti, its history, politics, and infra-
structure, but that he spoke French as 
well as in Haitian. 

In closing, I take from the Bible: Mr. 
Oberstar has fought a good fight, he 
has run the race, he has finished his 
work, he has done a great job. God has 
blessed America by giving us Mr. 
James Oberstar. 

f 

HONORING ISRAEL’S 66TH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DESANTIS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
FRANKEL) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous materials on the 
subject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, tonight’s Special Order is meant to 
honor Israel’s 66th Independence Day. 
Last year, I also had the honor of lead-
ing a similar Special Order. 

Much is made about the contention 
in the United States Congress. There-
fore, it pleases me to say that the secu-
rity of Israel remains bipartisan in 
every aspect. I have a number of Mem-
bers with us tonight who I will yield 
my time to to celebrate this wonderful 
occasion. 

First, I yield to the gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE), my col-
league, a distinguished member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlelady for yielding, and I thank 
the gentlelady for her passionate sup-
port of the State of Israel. It has been 
an honor to serve with you on the For-
eign Affairs Committee and to be an 
active member of the Jewish Caucus 
here in the House. 

I rise today to celebrate 66 years of 
independence by the State of Israel and 

66 years of lasting friendship between 
our two nations. 

On May 14, 1948, under the leadership 
of future Israeli Prime Minister David- 
Ben Gurion, Jewish leaders established 
the State of Israel. At that time, Presi-
dent Harry Truman recognized the new 
state and sent a strong message to 
countries throughout the Middle East 
and the world that Israel would not 
face its future challenges alone. 

Since that time, Israel has thrived 
and become a strong democracy. 
Today, our two nations remain closely 
aligned as a result of our shared values 
and common interests. During these 66 
years Israel has overcome many dif-
ficult challenges and the continued ex-
istence of a Jewish state is a testament 
to the will and strength of the people 
of Israel. 

As we reflect on the achievements of 
this great country, we must also re-
member its modern beginnings. Israel 
was established as a safe haven for the 
Jewish people who survived centuries 
of persecution and oppression. 

Today, the people of Israel continue 
to face many threats to their way of 
life and to their country. There are 
those who believe violence is the solu-
tion to resolving their differences with 
the State of Israel. 

But to promote security throughout 
this region, what the Middle East real-
ly needs is stability and peace. I want 
to take a moment to commend our 
President, President Obama, and Sec-
retary of State John Kerry for their 
commitment to securing a lasting 
peace and their work toward achieving 
that goal. 

On the 66th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of Israel, we strongly affirm 
our commitment to Israel as both a 
friend and ally, and double down on our 
efforts to bring peace to this region of 
the world. As President Truman so elo-
quently noted: Israel has ‘‘a glorious 
future before it, not just as another 
sovereign nation, but as an embodi-
ment of the great ideals of our civiliza-
tion.’’ 

I know we have all had the oppor-
tunity to visit Israel and to see first-
hand the success of this democracy and 
the prosperity of this country sur-
viving and thriving in a very difficult 
neighborhood. It has been a great 
honor to be here in Congress and to 
continue to support the relationship 
between our two great countries, but to 
really honor the success of 66 years of 
independence of a country that shares 
our values, that continues to be an ex-
ample to the world of a great democ-
racy. 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. I thank 
the gentleman from Rhode Island for 
your articulate and passionate re-
marks. 

Now it gives me great pleasure to 
yield to the very distinguished gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MEADOWS), another colleague of mine 
on the Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for her leadership and 
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